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c) correlating any increase or decrease of the receptor cleaved by the p^tide winfan 
ability of the substance to enhance or -diminish TNhVrcccp lnr r.V^, activity 

34. (Withdraw) The screening method of claim 33, wherein the polypeptide contains SEQ 
ID NOS: 147-149, 151. or 153-154, or fragment thereof which causes increased release of 
TNF receptor from human cells in which TNF receptor is expressed. 

35. (Currently emended) The screening method of claim 33, wherein the polypeptide has at 
least one of the fol lowing properties; 

i) it comprises a sequence encoded in the longest open reading frame of SBQ. ID NOs: 
1-10 or fragment thereof; 

ii) it is encoded by a polynucleotide that hybridizes *mder,*«^«-cond4t^ at30°C 
in 6 x gSC cont i »nin S jmjkmamide to a polynucleotide having a sequence selected 
rramSKQ. IDNOs: 1-10; 

and wherein the polypeptide causes increased release of TNF receptor from human 
cells in which TNF receptor is expressed. 

36. (Previously added) The screening method of claim 33, wherein the polypeptide has been 
obtained by purifying TRRE from human cells that express it cndogenously. 

37. (Previously added) The screening method of claim 33, wherein the polypeptide has been 
obtained by expressing a recombinant polynucleotide. 

38. (Previously added) The screening method of claim 33, wherein the polypeptide has 
metal loprolcase activity, 

39. (Previously added) The screening method of claim 35, wherein the polynucleotide 
comprises a sequence selected from the longest open reading flume of SI£Q. ID NOs: 1-10 
or fragment thereof. 
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,0. o^ ly a y The screcnjng I)iethod of cla;m 35> whcrdn 

™qZTIT scm C011diti0l,s t0 a po,ym,c,eotide ,,avine a seq,,oncc se,ectcd 

4-. m lhdrawn) The screenine niethod circlailll 35 , where . the polyiwcicotwc s 

sequence of the fcngest open reading frame of SUQ..ID NO:l or fragment thereof 

42. ^Hn, The screens method of c, llim 35, wheren the polynucleotide comprises lho 
sequence of the longest open reading frame of SEQ , [D NO:5 0 r f ragmcnt thcreof 

43. mhtlraw ,o The screening method of Coin, 35. wherein the polynucleotide comp , iscs thc 
sconce of the longest open reading tone of SEQ. ID NO:6 or fragment fl , ereof 

44. mtMra^ The scrccmng method of Caim 35, wherein the poiynuclcotido comprises the 
sequence of the long Cs t open reading f ra ,„c of SEQ. ID NO:8 or fragment thereof 

45. The seeing method of cIailn 3, ^ ^ 

conges the sequence of the .ongest open rending frame of SEQ, ID NO* or fragment 

46. ( m lhdrawn) Thc scrccnjng method 0 f" cJfii in 35, wherein the po.ynuCotidc comprises thc 
sequence of the longest open reading W of SUQ . TD N0; lQ 0[ ^ 

47. (Withdrawn) The screening method of claim 35 whc W i n ,h ■ , ■ 

. . m JJ ' w neic«n 'he polynucleotide hybridizes 

under s.nngent conditions to a polypeptide having the sequence of SEQ. ID NO: 1 . 

48. W,U A y The sercening methot , of ciajn] where;n 

under stnngen, conditions to a nucleotide living thc sequence of SEQ. I., NO:5. 

4. m M ra wn) The seining method of Cain, 35, wherein the poly.uCco.ide hybrids 
under st „ ng ent conditions to a polynucleotide having the sequence of SEQ. ID Nol 
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50. mM , awn) Thc screcnine Tnethod Qf clafin whcrc]n 

under stnngcnt condition, to a polypeptide having a, scqla . ncc of snQ . „> NQ;8 

si. o^fy added) The ^ nie , hod of ^ whcrcjn ^ poiym|cicoij(ic 

hybnd 1Z , S under strmgent conditions to „ pdynuclcotidc having the sequence of SP.Q. ID 

52. ( m, Mra . n) The screening method of daim 35> ^ ^ 

under stnngcnt conditio™ to a pol y nuc> eo <ide having the sequence of SGQ. ID NO: 10. 

53. (Freely. ddcd) The screening method of elaim 33, wherein the stance is incubated 
wi Hi P 55 TNF receptor in step a), 

with p75 TNF receptor in step a). 

55. (Piously a dded) The screening method of Caim 33, wherein the substant e is incubotaI 
with a cell expressing p55 TNF receptor in step a). 

56. (Pr^fy addcd} The screcfling mctl)()d Qf c); . m ^ whcrc . n substa _ )ce . 
with a cell expressing p75 TNF receptor in step a). 

57. (Cerent* umended) The screening method of claim 33, wherein the measuring ofTNF-R 
mLiece^r cleaved in stop b) eo m p riscs measuring bjndjng for ^ 
surface of the treated cell. 

58. (Currently a mM) The screening method of chin 33, wherein the measuring 0 f TOP* 
miwm Ccaved in step b) comprises measuring the eoncentrafon of soluble m 
INLxc_coi>tor in culture medium from the treated eel). 
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